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Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Region 6 REOC Update

 
Subject:                      Region 6 Update # 107
                                    Deepwater Horizon Incident, Gulf of Mexico
Date:                           September 14, 2010
To:                              Incident Command
Thru:                          Planning Section
From:                         Situation Unit
Reporting Period:     September 7, 2010 1300 – September 14, 2010 1300

 

 
1. Background

Site Name: Deepwater Horizon Incident   FPN#: N10036
Mobilization Date: 4/27/2010   Start Date: 4/28/2010

 
2. Current Situation 
2.1  USCG Area Command Post (New Orleans, LA)

On 9/7, EPA attended the planning meeting at the Houma Incident Command Post to report on the EPA air sampling and monitoring
operational draw down and the progress of the post-impact water and sediment sampling.  EPA also coordinated with the Houma
Situation Unit regarding current EPA activities and transition plans for their situational updates.
On 9/7, EPA provided Vietnamese translation of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) Fact Sheets entitled “Beach Nesting
Birds of The Gulf” and “Federally Listed Wildlife and Plants Threatened by The Gulf Oil Spill.”
On 9/8, EPA received preliminary data from the waste sampling of the Newpark barge in Venice.  The data indicated that all
parameters passed the hazardous waste criteria; however, mercury analysis is pending.  The barge will remain at the Newpark facility
in Port Arthur until it is processed on 9/17 or 9/18.
EPA continued meeting as part of the Operational Science Advisory Team (OSAT) to finalize the “Implementation Plan for Sub-Sea
and Sub-Surface Oil and Dispersant Detection, Sampling and Monitoring.”  On 9/8, EPA worked within the OSAT to incorporate
comments from Academia and Agency Representatives, including EPA Regional and Headquarters comments.  On 9/10, the Plan was
finalized and was sent to Admiral Zukunft for review on 9/11.  On 9/12, OSAT revised the Plan based on feedback from Admiral
Zukunft.  On 9/11 and 9/12, OSAT planned for the initial report covering results of activities pursuant to the Plan.  On 9/13, OSAT
reviewed Response data in to facilitate advising the SSC.  Admiral Zukunft signed the Implementation plan on the evening of 9/13.
From 9/8 to 9/10, EPA provided Vietnamese translation at of the Health and Human Services (HHS) Substance Abuse and Mental
Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) Fact Sheets entitled “Tips for Dealing with Grief Due to the Oil Spill Disaster,” “Tips for
Coping with the Oil Spill Disaster – Managing Your Stress,” “Tips for Oil Spill Disaster Response Workers – Managing and
Preventing Stress for Managers and Workers,” and “Tips for Oil Spill Disaster Response Workers – Possible Signs of Alcohol and
Substance Abuse.”  The EPA translator also verified 6 BP flyers regarding Dispersants.  On 9/11 and 9/13, EPA provided Vietnamese
translations of BP posters regarding seafood safety entitled “Health and Human Safety is the Highest Priority” and “Current Testing
and Results Involving Seafood Safety.”  EPA also provided Vietnamese translations of BP’s Seafood Safety booklet and gatefold.
On 9/9, EPA transmitted comments on the MC 252 Gulf-Wide Recovered Oil/Waste Management Plan to BP and the USCG.
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On 9/11, Admiral Zukunft signed the EPA Region 4 and EPA Region 6 PRFA Amendments. The signed and completed PRFAs arrived
in Regions 4 and 6 on 9/13.
On 9/13, EPA Data Managers completed automation of the PAH potency ratio which incorporates the EPA benchmark calculation for
PAHs into the Scribe database.

2.2  Field Activities
Samples Collected: 

Type Chalmette Venice Grand
Isle

Special
Ops Waste Total for 9/7

– 9/13
Cumulative

Total

Water 0 19 0 20 0 39 1075

Sediment 0 18 0 20 0 38 280

Oil/Mousse 0 0 0 0 0 0 56

Waste 0 0 0 0 2 2 56

Summa
Canisters 2 1 1 0 0 4 1091

PQ200 Filters 0 0 0 0 0 0 887

PUF 1 0 1 0 0 2 238

 
Fixed Air Sampling Stations:  

ID Location City, State Equipment Type

C05 Fire Station No. 11 Hopedale, LA 1,2

GI08 Air Sampling House Grand Isle, LA 1,2

V03 Welding Supply Co Boothville, LA 1,2

 
Equipment used at Fixed Air Location:

Equipment Type Equipment Monitor/Sample Duration/Type

1 Summa Canister Sample VOCs 24 Hr/ Composite

2 High Volume PUF Sample SVOCs 24 Hr / Composite

 
Observed Issues:

·         On 9/8, a PUF air sample was not collected from Location V03 due to equipment failure.
·         On 9/12, a PUF air sample was not collected from Location C05 due to equipment failure.

 
Description of Field Operations:

·         Special (Western Louisiana Coast) Water Operations Team
o   On 9/7, the Special Water Operations Team did not conduct sampling operations because the team mobilized to Houma to
prepare for sampling in western Terrebone Bay and eastern Vermilion Bay.
o   On 9/8, the Special Water Operations Team collected 2 mid-column water samples and 2 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in Terrebonne Parish.  
o   On 9/9, the Special Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in Fourleague and Atchafalaya Bays.
o   On 9/10, the Special Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near Atchafalaya Bay.
o   On 9/11, the Special Water Operations Team collected 4 mid-column water samples and 4 toxicity sediment samples from
location near the Russell Sage Foundation Marsh Island State Wildlife Refuge.
o   On 9/12, the Special Water Operations Team collected 4 mid-column water samples and 4 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near the Russell Sage Foundation Marsh Island State Wildlife Refuge and near Atchafalaya Bay.
o   On 9/13, the Special Water Operations Team collected 4 mid-column water samples and 4 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near Vermillion Bay.
o   The Special Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during this reporting period.

 
·         Venice Water Operations Team

o   On 9/7, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near Black Bay, east of Plaquemines Parish. 
o   On 9/8, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near Lake Borgne, Three Mile Bay, and Redfish Bend, near the northern border of Saint Bernard Parish.  
o   On 9/9, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 2 mid-column water samples and 2 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in Lake Borgne.



o   On 9/10, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 2 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in Chandeleur Sound.
o   On 9/11, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations south of Chandeleur Sound.
o   On 9/12, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 2 mid-column water samples and 2 toxicity sediment samples from
locations near Lake Coquille and Eloi Bay.
o   On 9/13, the Venice Water Operations Team collected 3 mid-column water samples and 3 toxicity sediment samples from
locations in Saint Bernard Parish.
o   The Venice Water Operations Team did not observe oil or sheen during this reporting period.

 
·         Waste Sampling and Assessment Team

o   On 9/7, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team collected 1 liquid waste sample, 1 solid waste sample, and a split sample for
AECOM from the BP Port Fourchon Waste Collection Facility.  The team also performed site assessments at the OSS and GIS sites,
located in the Port Fourchon area.  Neither site stored enough waste to warrant sampling.
o   On 9/8, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed site assessments at the Colonial Landfill and the River Birch Landfill  
Neither site stored enough waste to warrant sampling.
o   On 9/9, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team conducted an assessment at the BP Slidell Waste Staging Facility.
o   On 9/10, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site assessment at the BP Hopedale Waste Collection and
Staging area
o   On 9/11, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed site assessments at the BP Grand Isle Waste Staging Facility,
the BP Port Fourchon Waste Staging Facility, and the OSS and GIS sites.
o   On 9/12, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site assessment at the BP Venice Waste Staging Facility.
o   On 9/13, the Waste Sampling and Assessment Team performed a site assessment at the BP Montegut Waste Staging Facility.
                                                                                      

2.4     Water Quality Protection Division Update
A Water Quality Protection Division Update is attached.

 

3. EPA ASSETS
3.1 Current Assets Deployed

Activated in Dallas, TX
REOC activated
SRICT activated
RRT activated

Resources:

Personnel

Dallas,
TX

New
Orleans,
LA

Metairie,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

EPA        

  -   OSC 4 1  1 1 1 8

  -   RSC 6 2  1   9

  -   Other 4      4

START 5 2 6 4 3 2 22

TOTAL 19 5 6 6 4 3 43
                

Equipment

Dallas,
TX  

New
Orleans
LA

Metairie,
LA

Harahan,
LA

Venice,
LA

Grand
Isle,
LA TOTALS

Mobile
Office
Trailer    1  2 1 4

Boat      1 1 2
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